
CPM 2024-20 
October 2, 2024 

Memorandum for Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies 

From: Robert H. Shriver, III 
Acting Director 

Subject: Emergency Leave Transfer for Federal Employees Adversely Affected 
by Tropical Cyclone, Tropical Storm, and Hurricane Helene 2024  

In the event of a major disaster or emergency as declared by the President that results 
in severe adverse effects for a substantial number of Federal employees, the U.S. Office 
of Personnel Management (OPM), in consultation with the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB), may establish an emergency leave transfer program (ELTP). After 
coordinating with Federal agencies to assess the impact on employees in the declared 
disaster areas, OPM, in consultation with OMB, has determined that an ELTP is 
warranted for Tropical Cyclone, Tropical Storm, and Hurricane Helene 2024.  

An ELTP permits employees in the executive and judicial branches, or agency leave 
banks established under 5 U.S.C. 6363, to donate unused annual leave for transfer to 
employees of the same or other agencies (or the judicial branch) who are adversely 
affected by a major disaster or emergency, either directly or through adversely affected 
family members, and who need additional time off from work without having to use 
their own paid leave. Employees who are adversely affected and seek to become 
emergency leave recipients must apply in writing to their agencies. An employee who 
is unable to do so on their own may apply through a personal representative (5 CFR 
630.1105). The ELTP will be in place to assist approved leave recipients as the need for 
donated annual leave becomes known.  

Agencies with employees adversely affected by Tropical Cyclone, Tropical Storm, and 
Hurricane Helene 2024 are in the best position to determine whether, and how much, 
donated annual leave is needed by their employees and which of their employees have 
been adversely affected by the disaster within the meaning of OPM regulations. They 
are also in the best position to quickly facilitate the transfer of donated annual leave 
within their agencies. Therefore, OPM is authorizing agency and department heads (or 
their designees) to do the following:  

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title5-chapter63-subchapter4&saved=%7CZ3JhbnVsZWlkOlVTQy1wcmVsaW0tdGl0bGU1LXNlY3Rpb242MzYx%7C%7C%7C0%7Cfalse%7Cprelim&edition=prelim
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-5/section-630.1105
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-5/section-630.1105
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1. Determine which employees are affected and whether, and how much, donated 
annual leave they need;  

2. Determine the period of time for which donated annual leave may be accepted for 
distribution to approved leave recipients;  

3. As appropriate, approve leave donors and/or leave recipients in their agencies;  

4. Facilitate the distribution of donated annual leave from approved leave donors or 
(with the concurrence of an agency leave bank board) from an agency leave bank to 
approved leave recipients within their agencies; and  

5. Educate adversely affected employees that, dependent on agency policy, they may 
request advanced annual or sick leave, as appropriate (even if they have available 
annual and sick leave) or leave without pay, so that they are not forced to use 
accrued leave before donated annual leave becomes available. This is necessary 
since donated annual leave may not be retroactively substituted for accrued annual 
or sick leave used because of the disaster or emergency; it may only be substituted 
retroactively for any period of leave without pay or advanced annual or sick leave 
used because of the disaster or emergency.  

Agencies are responsible for administering the ELTP for their own affected employees. 
Therefore, employees who wish to donate annual leave must contact their own 
agencies, not OPM, to determine if there are any affected employees in their agency 
and how to donate annual leave to them.  

Agencies should contact OPM for assistance in receiving additional donated annual 
leave from other agencies only if they do not receive sufficient amounts of donated 
annual leave to meet the needs of emergency leave recipients within the agency. Based 
on the demand for donated leave, OPM will solicit and coordinate the transfer of 
donated annual leave among Federal agencies. OPM will notify each agency of the 
cumulative amount of donated annual leave that will be credited to it for transfer to its 
approved emergency leave recipients. The agency will determine the amount of 
donated annual leave to be transferred to each emergency leave recipient.  

Emergency Leave Transfer Program Resources  
• Emergency Leave Transfer Program regulations, 5 CFR Part 630, Subpart K 
• Emergency Leave Transfer Program Fact Sheet  

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-5/chapter-I/subchapter-B/part-630#subpart-K
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/leave-administration/fact-sheets/emergency-leave-transfer-program/
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• Guidance on Multiple Emergency Leave Transfer Programs, CPM 2017-16, 
November 2, 2017  

• The Supplementary Information to the final 2008 Emergency Leave Transfer 
Program Regulations provides helpful background information  

Helene Disaster Zones Information  

Alabama Hurricane Helene 2024 (EM-3618-AL)  

• FEMA Information: EM-3618-AL  
• Incident Period: September 22, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Autauga, Baldwin, Barbour, Bibb, Blount, Bullock, Butler, 

Calhoun, Chambers, Cherokee, Chilton, Choctaw, Clarke, Clay, Cleburne, Coffee, 
Colbert, Conecuh, Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Cullman, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, 
Elmore, Escambia, Etowah, Fayette, Franklin, Geneva, Greene, Hale, Henry, 
Houston, Jackson, Jefferson, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, Limestone, 
Lowndes, Macon, Madison, Marengo, Marion, Marshall, Mobile, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Morgan, Perry, Pickens, Pike, Randolph, Russell, Shelby, St. Clair, 
Sumter, Talladega, Tallapoosa, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Washington, Wilcox, and 
Winston.  

• Map of Affected Counties  

Florida Hurricane Helene 2024 (DR-4828-FL)  

• FEMA Information: DR-4828-FL  
• Incident Period: September 23, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Charlotte, Citrus, Dixie, Franklin, Hernando, Hillsborough, 

Jefferson, Lafayette, Lee, Levy, Madison, Manatee, Pasco, Pinellas, Sarasota, 
Taylor, and Wakulla.  

• Map of Affected Counties  

Florida Tropical Storm Helene 2024 (EM-3615-FL)  

• FEMA Information: EM-3615-FL  
• Incident Period: September 23, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Alachua, Bay, Bradford, Calhoun, Charlotte, Citrus, Collier, 

Columbia, Dixie, Escambia, Franklin, Gadsden, Gilchrist, Gulf, Hamilton, 
Hernando, Hillsborough, Holmes, Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Lee, Leon, Levy, 

https://www.chcoc.gov/content/guidance-multiple-emergency-leave-transfer-programs
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2008-11-04/pdf/E8-26220.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2008-11-04/pdf/E8-26220.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3618
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3618
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3618.pdf
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3618.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4828
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4828
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/dec_4828.pdf
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/dec_4828.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3615
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3615
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Liberty, Madison, Manatee, Marion, Monroe, Okaloosa, Pasco, Pinellas, Santa Rosa, 
Sarasota, Sumter, Suwannee, Taylor, Union, Wakulla, Walton, and Washington.  

• Map of Affected Counties 

Georgia Hurricane Helene 2024 (DR-4830-GA)  

• FEMA Information: DR-4830-GA  
• Incident Period: September 24, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Appling, Brooks, Coffee, Columbia, Jefferson, Liberty, 

Lowndes, Pierce, Richmond, Tattnall, and Toombs.  
• Map of Affected Counties  

Georgia Hurricane Helene 2024 (EM-3616-GA)  

• FEMA Information: EM-3616-GA  
• Incident Period: September 24, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Appling, Atkinson, Bacon, Baker, Baldwin, Banks, Barrow, 

Bartlow, Ben Hill, Berrien, Bibb, Bleckley, Brantley, Brooks, Bryan, Bulloch, Burke, 
Butts, Calhoun, Camden, Candler, Carroll, Catoosa, Charlton, Chatham, 
Chattahoochee, Chattooga, Cherokee, Clarke, Clay, Clayton, Clinch, Cobb, Coffee, 
Colquitt, Columbia, Cook, Coweta, Crawford, Crisp, Dade, Dawson, DeKalb, 
Decatur, Dodge, Dooly, Dougherty, Douglas, Early, Echols, Effingham, Elbert, 
Emanuel, Evans, Fannin, Fayette, Floyd, Forsyth, Franklin, Fulton, Gilmer, 
Glascock, Glynn, Gordon, Grady, Greene, Gwinnett, Habersham, Hall, Hancock, 
Haralson, Harris, Hart, Heard, Henry, Houston, Irwin, Jackson, Jasper, Jeff Davis, 
Jefferson, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lamar, Lanier, Laurens, Lee, Liberty, Lincoln, 
Long, Lowndes, Lumpkin, Macon, Madison, Marion, McDuffie, McIntosh, 
Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Monroe, Montgomery, Morgan, Murray, Muscogee, 
Newton, Oconee, Oglethorpe, Paulding, Peach, Pickens, Pierce, Pike, Polk, Pulaski, 
Putnam, Quitman, Rabun, Randolph, Richmond, Schley, Screven, Seminole, 
Spalding, Stephens, Stewart, Sumter, Talbot, Taliaferro, Tattnall, Taylor, Telfair, 
Terrell, Thomas, Tift, Toombs, Towns, Treutlen, Troup, Turner, Twiggs, Union, 
Upson, Walker, Walton, Ware, Warren, Washington, Wayne, Webster, Wheeler, 
White, Whitfield, Wilcox, Wilkes, Wilkinson, and Worth. 

• Map of Affected Counties  

South Carolina Hurricane Helene 2024 (DR-4829-SC)  

• FEMA Information: DR-4829-SC  

https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3615.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4830
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4830
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3616.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3616
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3616
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3616.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4829/designated-areas
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4829/designated-areas
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• Incident Period: September 25, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Aiken, Anderson, Bamberg, Barnwell, Cherokee, Greenville, 

Greenwood, Lexington, Newberry, Oconee, Pickens, Saluda, and Spartanburg.  
• Map of Affected Counties  

South Carolina Hurricane Helene 2024 (EM-3619-SC)  

• FEMA Information: EM-3619-SC  
• Incident Period: September 25, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Abbeville, Aiken, Allendale, Anderson, Bamberg, Barnwell, 

Beaufort, Berkeley, Calhoun, Charleston, Cherokee, Chester, Chesterfield, 
Clarendon, Colleton, Darlington, Dillon, Dorchester, Edgefield, Fairfield, Florence, 
Georgetown, Greenville, Greenwood, Hampton, Horry, Jasper, Kershaw, Lancaster, 
Laurens, Lee, Lexington, Marion, Malboro, McCormick, Newberry, Oconee, 
Orangeburg, Pickens, Richland, Saluda, Spartanburg, Sumter, Union, 
Williamsburg, and York.  

• Map of Affected Counties  

Virginia Post-Tropical Cyclone Helene (EM-3621-VA)  

• FEMA Information: EM-3621-VA  
• Incident Period: September 25, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Galax, Grayson, Smyth, Tazewell, Washington, Wise, and 

Wythe.  
• Map of Affected Counties  

North Carolina Tropical Storm Helene 2024 (DR-4827-NC)  

• FEMA Information: DR-4827-NC  
• Incident Period: September 25, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Buncombe, Burke, 

Caldwell, Catawba, Clay, Cleveland, Gaston, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, 
Lincoln, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Rutherford, Transylvania, 
Watauga, Wilkes, and Yancey Counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.  

• Map of Affected Counties  

North Carolina Hurricane Helene 2024 (EM-3617-NC)  

• FEMA Information: EM-3617-NC  

https://gis.fema.gov/maps/dec_4829.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3619
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3619
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3619.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3621
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3621
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3621.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4827
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4827
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/dec_4827.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3617
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3617
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• Incident Period: September 25, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Alamance, Alexander, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, 

Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe, Burke, Cabarrus, Caldwell, Camden, 
Carteret, Caswell, Catawba, Chatham, Cherokee, Chowan, Clay, Cleveland, 
Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson, Davie, Duplin, 
Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Gaston, Gates, Graham, Granville, Greene, 
Guilford, Halifax, Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell, 
Jackson, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Lincoln, Macon, Madison, Martin, 
McDowell, Mecklenburg, Mitchell, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, 
Northhampton, Onslow, Orange, Pamlico, Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, 
Person, Pitt, Polk, Randolph, Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, 
Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes, Surry, Swain, Transylvania, Tyrrell, 
Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga, Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, 
Yadkin, and Yancey Counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians.  

•  Map of Affected Counties  

Tennessee Tropical Storm Helene (EM-3620-TN)  

• FEMA Information: EM-3620-TN  
• Incident Period: September 26, 2024 and continuing  
• Affected Counties: Carter, Cocke, Greene, Hamblen, Hawkins, Johnson, Unicoi, 

and Washington.  
• Map of Affected Counties  

Additional Information  
Agencies are also reminded of these related OPM emergency situations resources and 
may wish to review them in order to aid employees and the general public in Helene’s 
aftermath:  

• Handbook on Pay and Leave Benefits for Federal Employees Affected by Severe 
Weather Conditions or Other Emergency Situations  

• Human Resources Flexibilities and Procedures for Disasters and Other Emergency 
Situations, CPM 2024-15, July 22, 2024  

• Guidance on Scheduling Work and Granting Time Off to Permit Federal Employees 
to Participate in Volunteer Activities  

• OPM Administrative Leave Fact Sheet (See Emergencies Policies)  

https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3617.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3620
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/3620
https://gis.fema.gov/maps/em_3620.pdf
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/reference-materials/handbooks/emergencybenefits.pdf
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/reference-materials/handbooks/emergencybenefits.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.chcoc.gov%2Fcontent%2Fhuman-resources-flexibilities-and-procedures-disasters-and-other-emergency-situations-3&data=05%7C02%7CEdward.Ames%40opm.gov%7Cb5d5e9c47cd24427228908dce154ec1b%7C844ef9977b6348f0882a7dc8162e363b%7C0%7C0%7C638633002060329944%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IBYekla%2FMYjjpVopPOpj85x8IW73yN0Kqj127LiQ5rM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/leave-administration/fact-sheets/related-information/
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/leave-administration/fact-sheets/related-information/
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/leave-administration/fact-sheets/administrative-leave/


7 

Agency headquarters-level human resources offices may contact the Leave 
Administration policy group within OPM at leavepolicy@opm.gov. Because the 
emergency leave transfer program will be administered by the agencies, employees 
should contact their servicing agency human resources office for further information 
on the emergency leave transfer program.  

cc: Chief Human Capital Officers (CHCOs), Deputy CHCOs, and Human Resources 
Directors  

mailto:leavepolicy@opm.gov?subject=ELTP%20Question(s)%20Regarding%20Tropical%20Cyclone,%20Tropical%20Storm,%20and%20Hurricane%20Helene
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